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Abstract: 
Red wood ants (Formica rufa group) are commonly found in many conifer and 
mixed conifer-hardwoods forests of Europe. These ants build large above-
ground nests (mounds) composed of litter collected from the surrounding 
forest stands. Although the number of red wood ant nests per hectare can be 
high in certain forest types, very little is known on the contribution of these 
mounds to forest soil nutrient cycling. Consequently, soil studies in European 
forests have not considered the possible contribution of red wood ant mounds 
to below-ground carbon (C) and nutrient pools. Therefore, a study was 
established to gain information on the distribution of red wood ants in various 
European forest ecosystems, and to estimate their contribution to ecosystem C 
and nutrient pools.  

Presentation Information: 
      Presentation Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2002 
      Presentation Time: 8:15 am 
 
Keywords: 
      red wood ants (Formica rufa group), European forests, carbon and nutrient 
pools 

Authors:

l A.C.Risch* - Swiss Federal Research Institute WSL  
l M.F.Jurgensen - Michigan Technological University  
l L.Finer - University of Joensuu 

Corresponding Author Information:

      Anita Risch 
      Swiss Federal Research Institute WSL 
      Zuercherstrasse 111 
      Birmensdorf 8903 
      Switzerland

      phone: +41 1 739 22 15 
      fax: +41 1 739 22 15 
      e-mail: anita.risch@wsl.ch


