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Abstract:

Perennial veldt grass (Ehrharta calycina) was brought to Californiafrom
southern Africaand Australiain the first half of the 20th century for usein
hillslope and dune stability. By the 1990s, this bunchgrass had become an
invasive wildland plant, responsible for conversion of native dune scrub to
grassland. It has been targeted for eradication by managers along the
California coast. We identified three coastal dune complexesin state parks
where veldt grassis aconcern: Torrey Pines (south coast), Montana de Oro
(central coast), and Sonoma Coast (north coast). Together, these sites
comprise the north-to-south range of veldt grassin California and will be used
to assess water and nutrient availability in these environments. All sites share
amediterranean climate, but differ in total precipitation rates and temperature
ranges. Coastal scrub communities are native to each location, however, plant
species differ. Field observations show that veldt grass associates with native
legumes, including deerweed (L otus scoparius) and yellow bush lupine
(Lupinus arboreus). Initial results comparing topography, plant frequency, and
surface soil characteristics will be presented.
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