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Abstract:
During the past 2 to 3 decades, soil chemistry has expanded into 
non-agronomic areas; areas that may be broadly categorized as 
environmental. Indeed, a majority of soil chemists practice within 
the purview of the environmental sciences, and a vast majority of 
students that are seeking or receiving training in soil chemistry, as 
part of a college curriculum, are interested in the environmental 
applications. The duality associated with the end-use of the 
information presented in soil chemistry courses, agronomic versus 
environmental, as well as the breadth of the topics that are inherent 
to soil chemistry, the depth of their coverage, and the preparedness 
of the student, challenge instructors to meet the expectations of the 
discipline, the employer, and the student. Instructors must select 
those topics of critical usefulness to the student in their major and 
in their selected profession. It is incumbent upon a textbook author 
to introduce and examine all aspects of soil chemistry. However, 
for instruction there exists a set of key topics that must be 
addressed in undergraduate- and graduate-level soil chemistry 
courses, and skills that must be mastered by students 
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