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Abstract: 
It is a sad irony that just when new techniques are opening further the treasury 
of plant genetic diversity, genetic erosion of wild and domesticated plant 
species continues relentlessly. How are we to measure, monitor and manage 
plant genetic resources? How big should germplasm collections be? What 
should they contain? How are they to be assembled and structured to meet the 
needs of the genomics era? Can DNA banks (conservation in glacie) substitute 
for costly seed collections? Indicators of diversity richness, evenness, 
divergence and value are needed for both populations in situ, and collections 
in hand. Without these, ad hoc management will prevail, and attempts at 
conservation will be sporadic, and subject to fluctuating goals, whims and the 
resources of institutions.  
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