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Abstract: 
The purpose of this symposium is to present the latest concepts in plant 
biodiversity in grazing land ecosystems and discuss their potential application 
to management of forage and grazing lands. The symposium begins with an 
overview of plant diversity in grassland ecosystems, then addresses topics on 
morphological and physiological interactions among plants; integrating spatial 
and temporal scales in biodiversity; functional traits of temperate pastures; 
and manipulating plant diversity with grazing animals. Finally, participants 
will discuss the potential for exploiting biodiversity concepts in grazing land 
management. Key questions to be addressed include: are these concepts 
transferable to production agriculture and what knowledge gaps exist or what 
barriers are there to the application of these concepts?  
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