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Abstract:

Thiswork was performed in brazil, aiming at evaluating the physiological
quality of hybrid seeds of corn harvested at different milk line stages after
drying and storage. Seeds of the hybrids ag9090, ag9010, dkb350 and dkb747
coming monsanto company and produced in the winter of 2000 in four
locations of brazilian central area were utilized. In each field were drawn four
rows, where 100 ears were harvested per milk line stage, which are ml2, mi3,
ml4 and ml5, displaying, respectively, 25%, 50%, 75% and 100% of hardened
endosperm were harvested. Tests of germination, electric conductivity, cold
test without soil and accelerated aging after drying and after 8 months storage
were accomplished. After drying, values above 95% in the germination tests
and above 85% in the vigor tests were found. After 8 months storage lower
values of germination and vigor for the seeds harvested at mi2 for all the
hybrids evaluated were observed. The results enabled to conclude that it is
safe to harvest corn seeds from the ml3 when they have 50% of their
endosperm solid and a high physiological quality.
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