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Abstract:

The International Seed Health Initiatives share one common objective: To
secure the delivery to farmers and growers of healthy seed, free from seed-
borne pathogens and to facilitate international movement of seeds. Much
information on the ISHI's is available on the web site of the International Seed
Federation: www.worldseed.org/seed health.htm. At the moment, the major
activity of theinitiativesisto establish reliable test protocols and thresholds.

| SHI-Veg has published 21 seed health testing methods on as many
crop/pathogen combinations (available on the above-mentioned web site).
Work isin progress to add more methods and to improve the status of existing
methods. The comparative test program within ISHI-Veg is amajor tool for
this. The International Seed Testing Association (ISTA) also aims at standard
procedures for testing seeds. Therefore co-operation with ISTA isbeing
sought; in some cases this will result in ISHI-Veg methods being accepted by
ISTA. Finally one comment on accreditation systems that enable
organizations to carry out (a.0.) seed health testing on behalf of the accrediting
organization, like ISTA, NAL (Naktuinbouw Accredited L aboratory) and
NSHS (the USA National Seed Health System). my
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