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Abstract: 
Successful implementation of site-specific, precision farming systems depends 
upon the linking and integration of a wide assortment of information and 
technology components. A data management system capable of handling 
different types of data from a variety of sources is critical. The producer and 
his advisers need a clear understanding of the characteristics and limitations of 
the databases they have available. Numerous data manipulation and 
management tools are available, but also require careful considerations of 
their limitations as well as their power. The relative ability of the producer and 
his advisers to collect and manage these information sources and to fully 
utilize the data management and decision aid tools will determine the potential 
benefits from adopting the technology. Above all, they must be able and 
willing to make changes in the operation as a result of the analysis. Example 
use of GIS tools and system dynamics models to help with this process will be 
discussed and demonstrated.  
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