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Abstract: 
Cowpea (Vigna unguiculata (L.)Walp.) is the most important food legume in 
the dry savannas of West Africa. Cowpea grains are consumed as food and the 
haulms are fed to livestock as a nutritious fodder. However, on farmers' fields 
both grain and fodder yields are low. Therefore, IITA in collaboration with 
ILRI is developing dual-purpose cowpea varieties with higher grain and 
fodder yields and with enhanced fodder quality. By crossing the late 
traditional fodder type cowpea varieties with early semi-erect varieties, 
improved dual purpose varieties have been developed which yield over 2 t/ha 
grain and 2.5 t/ha haulms. The haulms of these varieties have about 17.5% 
crude protein and about 68% dry matter digestibility. Controlled feeding 
experiments have shown that young rams can gain as much as 80 g/day when 
fed on 200g to 400g/day/ram of cowpea haulms as a supplement to a basal 
diet of sorghum stover. The results indicate that improved dual purpose type 
cowpea varieties can play an important role in enhancing crop-livestock 
integration in West Africa.  

Authors:

l B.B.Singh* - International Institute of Tropical Agriculture, Kano 
Station, Nigeria  

l H.A.Ajeigbe - International Institute of Tropical Agriculture, Kano 
Station, Nigeria  

l S.A.Tarawali - International Livestock Research Institute, IITA, Ibadan, 
Nigeria  

l A.Musa - International Livestock Research Institute, IITA Kano Station, 
Nigeria 

Corresponding Author Information:

      Bir Singh 
      IITA 
      L.W.Lambourn Co., 26 Dingwall Rd., 
Carolyn House 
      Croydon,U.K. CR9 3EE 
      Nigeria

      phone: 234-64-
645350,51,53 
      fax: 234-64-645352 
      e-mail: 
b.b.singh@cgiar.org



Presentation Information: 
      Presentation Date: Tuesday, November 12, 2002 
      Presentation Time: 2:15 pm 
 
Keywords: 
      Cowpea, Crop-livestock integration, West Africa, Grain and fodder 


