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Abstract:

West European agriculture has been intensified significantly since World War
I1. Today crop yields are more than twice as high as they were some 50 years
ago. Agriculture has contributed substantially to raising the standard of living
in Western Europe. Whereas a middle-class family spent about 50% of its
iIncome on food around 1950, it isless than 20% today. Theraisein
agricultural productivity was achieved, among others, by an increased use of
energy, fertilizers, and pesticides. This has led not only to increased crop
yields, but also to an increase of the external costs of West European
agriculture. In arecent study these external costs of agriculture in the United
Kingdom were estimated at yearly 208 Pound Sterling per hectare of
farmland. In that study only those costs due to the damage to the natural
resources of air, water, soil, and biodiversity/landscape as well as the acute
damage to the human health were considered. This means that the actual
external costs probably exceed the given estimates. In Germany, with a highly
subsidized agricultural overproduction, the external costs are estimated in the
range of 10-100 billion Deutschmark (DM) yearly.
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