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Abstract: 
Crop biotechnology is among the most controversial issues facing agriculture 
today. Because of the complex techniques involved in creating transgenic 
crops, the polarized debate over their risks and benefits, and doubts about the 
regulatory process, a critical need has arisen for accessible and balanced 
educational information. To help meet this need, a collaboration among crop 
scientists and computer programmers at Colorado State University and the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln have created two complementary World Wide 
Web sites, Transgenic Crops: An Introduction and Resource Guide 
(http://www.colostate.edu/programs/lifesciences/TransgenicCrops/) and 
Library of Crop Technology (http://croptechnology.unl.edu/). The former site 
emphasizes general public information and an extensive list of links to 
differing viewpoints and latest news reports. The latter site focuses on more 
in-depth information, teaching the science behind the technology and 
providing animations and other materials for educators. Analysis of usage data 
and other feedback indicate that together, these sites are effective resources in 
increasing broad public understanding of agricultural biotechnology.  
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