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AGRICOLA
Science, Agriculture: Journals and magazines, reference

Search this definitive bibliographic database for all aspects of agriculture and allied disciplines. Contains citations to books,
audiowisual materials, serial publications, journal articles, books chapters, reports, and reprints,

Coverage: 1970 - current | Miew titles o

Science, Agriculture: Journals and magazines
Search full-text journals in agriculture and related fields
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Banking on weed control

Frank Forcella: John R Teasdale
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Banking on Weed Control

Weed management is a lot like health management: You have
1o choose between a preventive and a reactive approach. Do
you wait until you're sick and then go 1o a doctor for medicine,
or do you watch your diet and lifestyle to keep from getting
sick in the first place? )

A holistic, preventive approach can be applied equally well
1o weed management and to human health. It focuses on
preventive practices and natural processes to regulate weed

populations. Emphasis is placed on maximizing beneficial
ecological processes within fa
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models that incorporate seed-bank dynaniics Lo predict seedling
emergence [or better weed control.

These banks of weed seeds in the soil are subject to continual
“deposits” and “withdra To prevent deposits, farmers can
take many simple measures before intervening with herbicides

ils.

For example, they can change conditions to keep weeds off

balance. Since each weed species is adapted to particular crops
ant a
summer annual erop like corn or soybeans, followed by a winter
annual crop like wheat, or a perennial crop like alfalfa grown
for hay in rotation. This helps ensure that weeds can 't find
conlinmous seasons Lo emerge when they won’t face inlense

and practices, such as tillage methods, farmers can p
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